
WHY IS THE CODE 
BEING REVISED?

The current zoning code was adopted in 1974 with its 
foundation dating back to the Standard State Zoning 
Enabling Act (SZEA), developed by the U.S. Department of  
Commerce under Secretary Herbert Hoover in 1922. 

The 1974 zoning code included many suburban-style 
provisions that did not reflect Petoskey’s historic 
development patterns. As a result, many existing 
properties became nonconforming.

The 1974 zoning code is not user-friendly and difficult 
to use.  It has been amended repeatedly, resulting in 
inconsistencies, outdated terminology, and confusing 
standards.

Today, five generations, the Silent Generation, Baby 
Boomers, Generation X (Gen X), Millennials, and 
Generation Z (Gen Z), are represented in the housing 
market, each with unique housing preferences.

The zoning code needs to implement the recommendations 
of  the 2021-2022 Livable Petoskey Master Plan.

Many 1970s zoning codes emphasized automobile-
oriented suburban development, including large setbacks, 
excessive parking requirements, and separation of  land 
uses. 

To reduce regulatory complexity. Modern zoning codes can 
streamline permitting, reduce unnecessary approvals, and 
provide clearer standards, resulting in a more predictable 
development review process.

A desire to include contemporary planning emphasizes 
complete neighborhoods, mixed-use development, housing 
diversity, sustainability, and placemaking.



September 
thru
November 
2025



A user-friendly format contained in 14 Articles.  The 
current zoning code has 31 Articles.

Residential zoning districts reflect neighborhood housing 
types and land uses.

The revised dimensional standards are designed to reflect 
the character of  existing neighborhoods and Petoskey’s 
historic development pattern. Setback requirements are 
established based on the relationship to neighboring 
properties rather than predetermined distances commonly 
found in conventional zoning codes.

The review process streamlines approvals by allowing 
structures and additions smaller than 1,500 square feet to 
undergo administrative review, reducing review time and 
minimizing costs for applicants.

Decreased parking space requirements, EV parking, and 
incentives for bicycle parking.

The ordinance includes several overlay districts designed 
to protect views of  Little Traverse Bay, preserve the scale 
and character of  historic neighborhoods, and ensure that 
new downtown development is compatible with the area’s 
historic character.

Requires external dark sky compliant lighting.

Encourages a gradual increase in housing density 
by permitting triplexes and quadplexes in residential 
neighborhoods, subject to special land use approval and a 
public hearing.

Land development options for Planned Developments, 
Cottage Courts, and Condominiums.

WHAT IS NEW IN THE  
PROPOSED ZONING CODE?
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Sources: Michigan Open Data Portal, City of Petoskey, Emmet County
Beckett & Raeder, Inc.
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B-1: Local Business

B-2: Central Business

B-2A: Transitional Business

B-2B: Mixed-Use Corridor

B-3: General Business

B-3A: Resort Commercial

B-3B: Business Industrial

C: College

H-1: Hospital

H-2: Hospital

I-1: Light Industrial

I-2: General Industrial

O-S: Office Service

PR: Park Reserve

PUD: Planned Unit Development

R-1: Single Family

R-2: Single Family

R-3: Single Family

RM-1: Multiple Family

RM-2: Multiple Family

This portion of the City of Petoskey
is under the planning and zoning

jurisdiction of Resort Township

I½

IÇ

May 22, 2026

CURRENT ZONING
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Sources: Michigan Open Data Portal, City of Petoskey, Emmet County
Beckett & Raeder, Inc.
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Zoning Districts

City of Petoskey Boundary

This portion of the City of Petoskey
is under the planning and zoning

jurisdiction of Resort Township

I½

IÇ

August 05, 2026

I: Industrial

H: Hospital
C: College-Campus

PUD: Planned Unit Development
BC: Business-Corridor
PQP: Public / Quasi-Public

BN: Business-Neighborhood
BD: Business-Downtown

OS: Office-Service

RF: Residential-Flex
RM: Residential-Multiple

RN: Residential-Neighborhood
RS: Residential-Suburban

PROPOSED ZONING



ZONING DISTRICT 
COMPARISONS

Proposed Zoning Code Current Zoning Code

RS - Residential Suburban R-1 Single Family

RN - Residential Neighborhood R-2 Single Family 
R-3 Single Family

RF - Residential Flex RM-1 Multiple Family

RM - Residential Multiple RM-2 Multiple Family

OS - Office Service OS - Office Service

BN - Business Neighborhood B-1 Local Business
B-2A Transitional Business 
B-2B Mixed-Use Corridor

BD - Business Downtown B-2 Central Business

BC - Business Corridor B-3 General Business  
B-3A Resort Commercial

PQP - Public / Quasi Public PR - Park Reserve

H - Hospital H-1 Hospital 
H-2 Hospital

C - College Campus C - College Campus

I - Industrial I-1 Light Industrial 
I-2 Heavy Industrial

PD - Planned Development PUD - Planned Development

13 Zoning Districts 19 Zoning Districts



DIMENSIONAL COMPONENTS OF A RESIDENTIAL LOT 

 

   PARCEL TERMINOLOGY  



Article 3   Regulated Uses & Dimensions 

3.3  SCHEDULE OF DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS   

3.4.1   Residential Districts 

 Additional Requirements for RM (Multiple-Family) Districts 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

LOT DIMENSIONS BY 
ZONING DISTRICT



RS RN RF RM BN BD BC OS

Single Family
(1 Unit in 1 Structure)

P P P P P

Duplex
(2 Units in 1 Structure)

P P P P

Triplex
(3 Units in 1 Structure)

S S S

QuadPlex
(4 Units in 1 Structure)

S S

Live-Work
Work Space First Floor -  
Living Space Second Floor)

P P P P

Accessory Dwelling Unit
(Above Garage, Attached to 
House or Detached Building

S S S

Dwellings (5- 12)
(Apartments)

P P

Dwelling (13 +)
(Apartments)

S P P

Co-Living - Below Grade
(Shared Common Space with 
Separate Bedrooms)

S

Co-Living - Upper Floor
(Shared Common Space with 
Separate Bedrooms)

P P P

P = Permitted by Right 
S = Special Use Approval (Requires a Public Hearing)
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HOUSING TYPES



LOT DIMENSIONS BY 
ZONING DISTRICT

Article 3   Regulated Uses & Dimensions 

3.4.2 Business Districts 

 Additional Requirements 
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July 27, 2026

City of Petoskey
Overlay Districts (Draft)
Sources: Michigan GIS Open Data, Emmet County, City of Petoskey
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L I T T L E  T R A V E R S E  B A Y

5,000
Feet

City of Petoskey Boundary

Floodplain Overlay District

Downtown Overlay District

Historic Neighborhood Overlay District

Shoreline Overlay District

Viewshed Overlay District - 45-foot height limit

Viewshed Overlay District - 30-foot height limit

Viewshed Overlay District - 25-foot height limit

Overlay Districts
Special zoning areas that are placed on top of  an 
existing zoning district to add additional regulations, 
requirements, or protections without changing the 
underlying zoning classification.

Petoskey  
Overlay 
Districts

•	Floodplain
•	Downtown  
 Design Regulations

•	Historic  
 Neighborhood

•	Shoreline
•	Viewshed (US-131)
•	Viewshed (US-31)
•	Viewshed 
 Downtown

OVERLAY DISTRICTS



Planned Development
A type of  land-use and zoning 
regulation that allows a large 
tract of  land to be developed 
under a single, comprehensive 
plan rather than according to the 
standard zoning requirements 
that would normally apply to 
individual lots.

Cottage Courts
A residential development 
pattern consisting of  a group 
of  small detached homes 
(cottages) arranged around a 
shared open space, such as a 
courtyard, garden, or common 
green space.

Conditional Rezoning
Rezoning of  property subject 
to enforceable conditions 
proposed by the property 
owner and accepted by the 
local government as part of  the 
rezoning approval. (Example - a 
neighborhood bakery).

LAND DEVELOPMENT 
OPTIONS



WHERE ARE WE IN THE  
PROCESS

TIMEFRAME PROCESS STEP

April 6, 2024 City Council and Planning 
Commission meet in joint 
session to kick-off  the zoning 
revision process.

May - June 2024 Planning Commission members 
conduct neighborhood field 
surveys to assess setbacks and 
development patterns

September - November 
2025

Community Character Survey

August 2024 through  
August 2026 

34 Zoning Ordinance Review 
Committee (ZORC) Meetings

September 2024 though 
July 2026

8 Planning Commission  
Review Sessions

September 2026 Community Open House

October 2026 Planning Commission review 
of  Community Open House 
comments

November 2026 Planning Commission Public 
Hearing on the new Zoning 
Code

December 2026
Delivery to City Council for review 
and adoption




